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he Corirmon Ground Garden was started in 1972 to
find the agricultural techniques that would make food-
raising by smail farmers and gardeners more efficient,

we have come to call the result "mini-farming." 
Mini-farms can

flourish in non-agricultural areas such as mountainous regions,
arid areas, and in and around urban centers. Food can be pro-
duced where people live. !\rith knowledge and skill, the 5rield
per hour can be high without the expensive machinerl, that is
the preoccupation of our current agriculture. Mini-farming is
available to everyone.

We began b5' concentrating on the exciting possibil i t ies
presented by the Biointensive method-does this method reall-v
produce four times the yield, as Alan chadwick craimed? If so,
does it take more water? consume vast amounts of fertilizer and
organic mafter? Does it exhaust the soil? or the people work-
ing? The only way to answer these questions was to plunge in
and try it. Initially, we worked mainiy on the quantitative aspects,
deveioping the tools and data to maximize yields within the
framework of Biointensive's life-giving approach. This involved
experimentation with and evaluation of plant spacings, fertil-
izer inputs, various watering methods, and other variabres.

The work has alwavs been worthwhile despite ongoing
diff iculties attracting strong, ongoing support. The brggest
single asset to this undertaking is John Jeavons's unfaiLing
stamina and dedication. over and over, when we arl ask, "can
it work?" he answers, "How are we going to make it work?',
It is becoming increasingly ciear that sustainable Biointensive
mini-farming wii l be an important part of the sorution to star-
vation and malnutrit ion, dwindling energy suppiies, unemploy-
ment, and exhaustion and loss of arable land, if the social and
polit ical challenges can be met.

After 23 years of testing, Biointensive has produced amazing
benefits, but a lot of work is sti l l  to be done.yields can average
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