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To a student, a Reading Log serves as an abbreviated version of an original reading assignment (textbook, article, etc.).  It is a useful and informative summary of the key points and terms for later review and or reporting.   To a teacher, the log should indicate that the student has successfully read and understood the piece, and was able to identify and organize the topics, examples, and conclusion.  

Try to arrange enough time to complete the reading in one session. It can be difficult to return to a scientific reading after having read only part of it.  Follow the guidelines below to write a Reading Log of the assigned reading.  Clearly label each of the 4 main sections:

1. Source:
Record source information (see Research, Citations, and Bibliography Guidelines for what information you need).

2. Vocabulary:
Record words you identify as important (or unfamiliar) as you read the article.  Use the reading or other reference to record definitions for these words. 


3. Outline: Do the reading assignment and note important ideas.  Consider the following as you outline:
a) key topics and the main idea of the reading [usually found near the beginning]
b) important subtopics that support the main idea—quote important phrases that are key to the article 
c) a summary of information found in charts and/or graphics
d) the author’s conclusion [usually found near the end] and any questions you have (for example, concepts that you do not understand)

4. Summary:
a) Answer any assigned questions/reflections related to the reading.
b) Clearly summarize the theme/main idea/conclusions/key points presented in the reading (or note these in outline). 

Keep your Reading Logs because they can be used to fulfill the Reading Approach component of your Core Literacy Portfolio, required for graduation.







